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The Merrill Public Library  
 

Please wash your hands before entering the 

library and practice social distancing 
 

Mon., 2-6 p.m., Tues., 4-7 p.m., Wed., 2-6 p.m., 

Thurs. 4-7 p.m., Fri. & Sat. 9 a.m.-noon 
 

https://www.merrill.lib.ia.us    

608 Main St., 712-938-2503 

merrilllibrary@mtcnet.net     

Like us on Facebook 

Cookbooks and t-shirts available  

at Iowa Prairie Bank 
 

Missed out on picking up a Brunsville Centennial Cookbook or t-shirt 

during the 2011 celebration? How about a t-shirt from the Running 

of the Bulls event 16 years ago?  
Good news! Iowa Prairie Bank of Brunsville currently has these items 

to offer. The cookbooks make great gifts for showers, weddings, 

birthdays, graduations, house-warming parties or any occasion. The 

adult and youth t-shirts are available in small and medium—and 

are free! Stop by Iowa Prairie Bank before supplies run out. 

The Brunsville Blitz 

Message from the North Pole: 
 

What a great Christmas party at the Brunsville 

Legion on Sunday, December 12. Great peo-

ple who organized it. The pancake, eggs and 

sausage are the best Santa has ever had.  
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Santa 

Santa at the Legion pancake breakfast on Dec. 12 
 

A record-breaking crowd enjoyed Santa’s visit and a delicious breakfast. 

Photos courtesy of Nancy Schlichte. 

 

Jan. 3  Legion meeting 7:30; S.A.L. meeting 7:00 

Jan. 8  Euchre 7:00 

Jan. 9  Pancake breakfast 8:30-1 

Feb. 7  Legion meeting 7:30; S.A.L. meeting 7:00 

Feb. 12 Euchre 7:00 

Feb. 13 Pancake breakfast 

Feb. 25 Prairie Rose Golf Casino Night 

 Upcoming Legion events 



For the love of Brunsville 
 

To learn more about Brunsville history and read previous editions of 

The Blitz, go to brunsvilleiowa.com.  

To learn more about St. Peter Lutheran Church and view old church 

booklets, go to stpeterbrunsville.com.  

Be sure to like The Brunsville Blitz, Brunsville Centennial and Beyond 

and St. Peter Lutheran Church, Brunsville, Iowa on Facebook. 

In Memory of … 
Marilyn Laughton, who passed away on De-

cember 18. Her children are Marty Laughton, 

Todd Laughton and Suzy Wollman.  

 

In Our Prayers 
Brett Armstrong 

Judy Bowman 

Donna Erickson 

Denny Henrich 

Jeanette Jensen 

Vivian Johnson 

Bonnie (Hawkins) Klein 

Family and friends of Marilyn Laughton 

Sheryl and Warren Oetken 

Janice Renken 

Sarah Renken 

Clark Schmitz 

Mary Singer 

 

Birthdays  
Bill Renken Jan. 1 

Crystal Lubben Jan. 2 

Judy Lubben Jan. 7 

Knox Wendt Jan. 8 

Susan (Dickman) Braun Jan. 8 

Jacob Weiler Jan. 8  

Penny Angerman Recker Jan. 9 

Henrik, James and Thomas Hasselquist Jan. 9 

Nick Dickman Jan. 10 

Chris Bruscher Jan. 10 

Carol Schmitz Jan. 11 

Cooper Wendt Jan. 11 

Max Utesch IV Jan. 11 

Molly Carpenter Jan. 12 

Mary Poe Jan. 13—Barry’s mom 

Raelynn Poe—Jan. 13 Barry’s granddaughter 

Taylor Oetken Jan. 13 

Samuel Kruse Jan. 13 

Landen Olson Jan. 14 

Cheri Rus Jan. 15 

Jim Bolton Jan. 17 

Leonard Berg Jan. 18 

Madison Weiler Jan. 20 

Kacey Jo Schlichte Jan. 24 

Joyce Willer Jan. 25 

Peggy Wilken Jan. 25 

Tammy Miller Jan. 25 

Dwayne Jongma Jan. 25 

Tina Renken Jan. 26 

Mallory & Lillian Beitelspacher Jan. 26 

Alisha Schlichte Jan. 27 

Denny Borchers Jan. 27 

Edward Mosterd Jan. 27 

Michelle Plueger Jan. 28 

 

Anniversaries 
Steve & Peggy Dickman Jan. 8  

Greg & Jeanne Lammers Jan. 31 

Citizen of the Month:  
Lori Wilken 

A special thank you to Lori for beautifying the Brunsville Park 

with Christmas lights on the tree and shelter house. 

Get your coffee fix and chat a while 
 

The Craig Coffee Club invites everyone for coffee on Saturdays 

at 9 a.m. in Craig’s former Iowa State Bank building.  
 

Remember to check out Craig’s new sign while in town. 

A local group attended The Browns Century Theater on December 

23. L-R: Mary Laughton, Peggy Vandermolen, Jacqueline and Jill 

Westhoff, Gisela Dittman, Mary Vandermolen, Hannah Kessenich, 

Michaela Brown, Adam Brown, Susy Kessenich, Erica Westhoff and 

Kris Westhoff.  

Thank you 
 

I wish to thank you all from the bottom of my heart for the many 

things that people have done for me this past year. 
 

Snow removal, Ken Krienert and anyone else I might have missed. 
 

Taking tree branches and debris to the limb pile, Steve Dickman; 

Cindy, Mike and Kevin Krienert; Tom Jones; Keith Wilken; Laura 

Willer; and Amanda Jastram.  
 

For other acts of kindness were Cindy Krienert, Michelle Jones, Ann 

Wilken, Carol Schmitz, Deloris Harms, Janice and Bill Renken. 
 

Thank you all again,  

Peggy Wilken 

Thanks to all those concerned 
 

Thanks for all of your concerns about the stray chicken roaming 

around Brunsville. But it is not ours. —Laura and Amanda 

A visit to the theater 

 



The deadline for the February edition is January 25.  

Thank you for your submissions and support! 

My mom used to clean the schoolhouse every summer. I 

hated that because we spent two weeks in each room 

scraping off the old wax from the floor before we would 

put on a new coat. But when it was done, one could see 

their face in it. Then by recess of the first day it was all 

scratched up again. 

I remember one time when I was in the “little” room at 

school (“little” room referred to the lower grades), I wasn’t 

feeling well. I told the teacher and she said I should go 

home. I started walking and got to the gas station, which 

was the first building on the way home. There I stopped 

and asked the attendant, John Luken, if he would call my 

folks. He said he would.  

Now the phones of those days were much different than 

the ones of today. They were about 12" x 10" x 24", a 

wooden box with two bells and a device into which one 

talked on the front, and another device which one held up  

 

Contact us today: (712)540-5919, aaeyes2011@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 454, Le Mars, IA 51031   

Donate 
• Send your contribution to: 

 Wet-Nose Rescue  

P.O. Box 454 

Le Mars, IA 51031 

• Wet-Nose is a 501© (3) tax-deductible organization 

 

Volunteer 
• Help plan fundraising activities & events  

• Foster abandoned or rescued cats & dogs 

Help support the new animal rescue group shelter 

Once renovation work is completed in a few 

months, homeless animals in Plymouth County 

will have a safe place to go. A new animal 

rescue group shelter will open in the old air-

port hangar just south of the former Hobby 

Haven at 1327 Hawkeye Ave SE in Le Mars. 

Please consider supporting the shelter by 

providing donations or volunteering your time. 

Above left: Jack Reese and Herman Elks stand by the pumps of Reese Oil Co. Service Station, 
where Ron Toel stopped on his way home from school in his story. The station was located at 
the corner of Jet Road and Elm Street, just west of where the park is today. The late Gene 
Dickman also worked at the station for a time.  
 

Above right: The service station is located in the bottom left corner. Jet Road runs along the 
bottom of the photo. The roof of the lumberyard building is visible just north of the trees along 
Jet Road and the railroad track can be seen just beyond the elevator in the upper left.  

to the ear to hear what was being said. So John called 

home, but instead of holding the device up to his ear, he 

placed it on his shirt pocket and talked to my mom. I was 

standing there with my mouth hanging wide open—chin-

on-the-floor open. When he hung up, he turned to me 

and said, “She will be here in a few minutes.” My mouth 

was still agape, and he laughed and said, “Are you OK?”  

I replied, “Yes, sir, but how can you hear when you put the 

receiver on the shirt pocket?”  

He laughed again and said, “I am hard of hearing and I 

wear a hearing aid.” He pulled this 2" x 2" box from his 

pocket. It had a hole in the front like a stereo speaker 

does with a cone in it. Then he said, “You talk and the 

sound goes in here, and this wire carries it to my ear and it 

amplifies the sound, and I hear better what you say.”  

I learned more at the station than what I would have at 

school that day. 

Ron Toel: Former Brunsville boy shares stories 



Contact the Blitz staff  
 

Susan Willer Publisher/Editor/Composer/Reporter/Ad Rep, 

brunsvilleblitz@gmail.com; P.O. Box 187, Brunsville, IA 51008    

Gisela Dittman Newshound/Copy Editor/Public Relations Di-

rector, 712-540-3159 

Barry Poe  Sportswriter/Circulation Manager/Copy Editor, 

thecubswin@frontier.com 

 

Publish, subscribe, donate 
 

Get published All are welcome to submit information, photos 

and advertising to be published. 

Subscribe Email subscriptions are free. Mail subscriptions are 

$9/year (minimum). Please write checks to Susan Willer and 

keep track of when you paid; we don’t send renewal notices. 

Donate The Blitz doesn’t make a profit. All donations are ap-

plied toward the cost of supplies. We thank all who donate! 

Quote ‘Ems 
 

How does our solar system keep its pants up?  

With an asteroid belt. 
 

Why did the watermelons not marry?  

Because they cantaloupe. 
 

What happens when a frog’s car breaks?  

It gets toad. 
 

What do you get when you put a vest on an alligator? 

An investigator. 
 

Above jokes submitted by Ron Toel 

 

Why get married and make one man miserable when I 

can stay single and make thousands miserable? —

Carrie Snow 
 

A committee takes hours to put into minutes what can 

be done in seconds.—Judy Castrina 
 

All books are either dreams or swords. You can cut or 

you can drug with words.—Amy Lowell 
 

Things turn out best for the people who make the best 

out of the way things turn out. —John Wooden 
 

Don’t ruin a good today by thinking about a bad yes-

terday. Let it go. —Russell Simmons 

SkyView Smoky Mountain Lodge 
New cabins for rent (2-3 bedrooms) 

Close to the Smoky Mountain National Park;  

Gatlinburg, Tennessee; and Pigeon Forge,  

home of Dolly and Dollywood. 

Book early — 919-345-9667 

Recipe of the month:  

Tennessee Pride Hash Brown Casserole 
 

2 lb. Tennessee Pride country sausage 

2 c. shredded cheddar cheese 

1 (10-3/4 oz.) can cream of chicken soup 

1 c. sour cream 

1 (8 oz.) ctn. French onion dip 

1 c. chopped onion 

1/4 c. green pepper 

1/4 c. red pepper 

Salt and pepper, to taste (opt.) 

1 (30 oz.) pkg. frozen hash brown shredded potatoes, 

thawed 
 

In a skillet, cook the sausage until brown. Drain well. In a 

large mixing bowl, combine the cheese, chicken soup, sour 

cream, French onion dip, chopped onion and bell peppers. 

Fold in thawed hash browns. Mix well. Spread half of the 

hash brown mixture over bottom of a 9"x13" greased baking 

dish. Spread half of the brown sausage over hash browns. 

Repeat laying second half of the hash brown mixture. Top 

with remaining sausage. Bake at 350° for about 1 hour, or 

until golden brown. 
 

The above recipe was submitted by the late Cecelia Borch-

ers and can be found on page 277 of the Brunsville Centen-

nial Cookbook, which was published in 2010. Centennial 

cookbooks are available for $10 at Iowa State Bank in 

Brunsville. 

No change in water bill payment 

location 
 

Despite the acquisition of Iowa Prairie Bank by Iowa 

State Bank, please continue to pay your water bill 

(or participate in auto enrollment) at the bank in 

Brunsville.  

The lonely water tower 

Before Prairie Rose Golf Club and Prairie Rose Lane 

entered Brunsville life, the water tower stood alone 

patiently, as though waiting for their arrival. 

Banana, anyone? 
 

Potassium-rich bananas have been reported to improve 

conditions such as stomach ulcers, colitis, diarrhea, hemor-

rhoids and to increase energy levels. The inner surface of the 

banana’s skin has antibacterial properties and has been 

used to heal burns and boils. 
 

Source: Who Knew? Why You Should Always Store Eggs Small 

Side Down and Thousands of Other Tips, Secrets and Quick 

Fixes to Make Your Life Easier, Your Home Cleaner and Your 

Food Taste Better—All While Saving Time and Money, 

Jeanne Bossolina Lubin and Bruce Lubin, 2006.  


